
God, I’m so weary and worn out, I feel more like a beast than a man. I was made in your image, 
but I lack understanding. I’ve yet to learn the wisdom that comes from  

the full and intimate knowledge of you, the Holy One. 

Proverbs 30:2-3 TPT 

“Much to learn you still have.” 

Yoda 

Chapter 24 of the book of Luke is the “Final Act” of Jesus’ Life — which includes both the Resurrection and 
the Ascension of Jesus.

THE EMPTY TOMB
1 But very early on Sunday morning the women went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. 2 They found that 
the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. 3 So they went in, but they didn’t find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 As 
they stood there puzzled, two men suddenly appeared to them, clothed in dazzling robes.
5 The women were terrified and bowed with their faces to the ground. Then the men asked, “Why are you looking among 
the dead for someone who is alive? 6 He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead! Remember what he told you back in 
Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be betrayed into the hands of sinful men and be crucified, and that he would rise again 
on the third day.”

THE DISCIPLES ARE TOLD OF THE RESURRECTION
8 Then they remembered that he had said this. 9 So they rushed back from the tomb to tell his eleven disciples—and 
everyone else—what had happened. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and several other 
women who told the apostles what had happened. 11 But the story sounded like nonsense to the men, so they didn’t 
believe it. 12 However, Peter jumped up and ran to the tomb to look. Stooping, he peered in and saw the empty linen 
wrappings; then he went home again, wondering what had happened.

Page - 1 Evangel Christian Fellowship ~ Jeff Hoover Sunday, October 3, 2021

WALK 
WITH ME 
On The Road To Emmaus 

Luke 24:13-53  

October 3, 2021



MEANWHILE, JESUS APPEARS TO TWO OF HIS FOLLOWERS TRAVELING TO EMMAUS
13 That same day two of Jesus’ followers were walking to the village of Emmaus, seven miles [Northwest] from Jerusalem. 
14 As they walked along they were talking about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these 
things, Jesus himself suddenly came and began walking with them. 16 But God kept them from recognizing him.

THE TWO DISCIPLES FILL JESUS IN ON…HIMSELF
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing so intently as you walk along?” 
They stopped short, sadness written across their faces. 18 Then one of them, 
Cleopas, replied, “You must be the only person in Jerusalem who hasn’t 
heard about all the things that have happened there the last few days.”
19 “What things?” Jesus asked. “The things that happened to Jesus, the man 
from Nazareth,” they said. “He was a prophet who did powerful miracles, and 
he was a mighty teacher in the eyes of God and all the people. 20 But our 
leading priests and other religious leaders handed him over to be condemned 
to death, and they crucified him. 21 We had hoped he was the Messiah who had come to rescue Israel. This all happened 
three days ago.
22 “Then some women from our group of his followers were at his tomb early this morning, and they came back with an 
amazing report. 23 They said his body was missing, and they had seen angels who told them Jesus is alive! 24 Some of 
our men ran out to see, and sure enough, his body was gone, just as the women had said.”

JESUS CAN’T TAKE IT ANY LONGER…HE REVEALS HIMSELF TO THEM IN THE SCRIPTURES
25 Then Jesus said to them, “You foolish people! You find it so hard to believe all that the prophets wrote in the Scriptures. 
26 Wasn’t it clearly predicted that the Messiah would have to suffer all these things before entering his glory?” 27 Then 
Jesus took them through the writings of Moses and all the prophets, explaining from all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself.

THERE “EYES WERE OPENED” & JESUS DISAPPEARS FROM SIGHT?
28 By this time they were nearing Emmaus and the end of their journey. Jesus 
acted as if he were going on, 29 but they begged him, “Stay the night with us, 
since it is getting late.” So he went home with them. 30 As they sat down to eat, he 
took the bread and blessed it. Then he broke it and gave it to them. 31 Suddenly, 
their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And at that moment he 
disappeared!

THE TWO FOLLOWERS HEAD BACK TO JERUSALEM
32 They said to each other, “Didn’t our hearts burn within us as he talked with us 
on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?” 33 And within the hour they were 
on their way back to Jerusalem. There they found the eleven disciples and the 
others who had gathered with them, 34 who said, “The Lord has really risen! He 
appeared to Peter.”

THEY TELL THE OTHERS ABOUT THEIR ENCOUNTER WITH JESUS & HE 
REAPPEARS!
35 Then the two from Emmaus told their story of how Jesus had appeared to them 
as they were walking along the road, and how they had recognized him as he was breaking the bread. 36 And just as they 
were telling about it, Jesus himself was suddenly standing there among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 37 But the 
whole group was startled and frightened, thinking they were seeing a ghost!
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THE DISCIPLES THINK JESUS IS A GHOST
38 “Why are you frightened?” he asked. “Why are your hearts filled with doubt? 39 Look at my hands. Look at my feet. You 
can see that it’s really me. Touch me and make sure that I am not a ghost, because ghosts don’t have bodies, as you see 
that I do.” 40 As he spoke, he showed them his hands and his feet.

JESUS ORDERS DINNER & THEY HAVE ANOTHER BIBLE STUDY
41 Still they stood there in disbelief, filled with joy and wonder. Then he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 
They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he ate it as they watched.
44 Then he said, “When I was with you before, I told you that everything written about me in the law of Moses and the 
prophets and in the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46 And he 
said, “Yes, it was written long ago that the Messiah would suffer and die and rise from the dead on the third day. 47 It was 
also written that this message would be proclaimed in the authority of his name to all the nations, beginning in Jerusalem: 
‘There is forgiveness of sins for all who repent.’ 48 You are witnesses of all these things.

JESUS TELLS THEM HE WILL SENT THE HOLY SPIRIT
49 “And now I will send the Holy Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay here in the city until the Holy Spirit comes and 
fills you with power from heaven.”

THEY HEAD TO BETHANY WHERE HE ASCENDS TO HEAVEN & THEY ARE THRILLED!
50 Then Jesus led them to Bethany [The Mount of Olives], and lifting his hands to heaven, he blessed them. 51 
While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up to heaven. 52 So they worshiped him and then 
returned to Jerusalem filled with great joy. 53 And they spent all of 
their time in the Temple, praising God. (Luke 24:1–53 NLT-SE)

THE ASCENSION—“TAKE TWO”:
6 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has 
the time come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?”
7 He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and 
times, and they are not for you to know. 8 But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling 
people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
9 After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were 
watching, and they could no longer see him. 10 As they strained to see 
him rising into heaven, two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. 
11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing here staring into 
heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but someday he will 
return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!”
12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, a distance of half a mile. (Acts 1:6–12 NLT-SE)

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE ASCENSION
We celebrate the coming of Jesus, his birth, with the Christmas holiday. The also celebrate his resurrection in 
the Spring with another holiday, Easter. But, what about his leaving? Jesus’ leaving the earth is rarely 
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mentioned. You would think, from the lack of attention it gets, that the ascension of Jesus was of very little 
importance. That couldn’t be further from the truth! 
John McArthur says, “It deserves to be ranked among the great event in the life of our Lord. The ascension 
really is an incredibly important event, the culminating reality of his entire life and ministry.” 
Today, we’re going to look at Jesus’ leaving the earth, the ascension, and marvel at the scope of impact this 
one event had on the life of the church…
- The Ascension established the completion of Jesus’ earthly ministry. Jesus knew he had finished the assignment 

given to him bu the Father and now he was ready to return to the Father’s side.

• Then Jesus explained: “My nourishment comes from doing the will of God, who sent me, and from finishing his work. 
(John 4:34 NLT-SE)

• When Jesus had tasted it, he said, “It is finished!” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. (John 19:30 NLT-
SE)

• 4 I brought glory to you here on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 5 Now, Father, bring me into the 
glory we shared before the world began.

• There has been no sweeter reunion in the history of the world than Jesus’s return to his Father! Perhaps the closest 
analogy is a courageous, wounded soldier returning to his loved ones after a hard-fought victory. Jesus fully 
accomplished his mission and glorified the Father on earth, and at Jesus’s ascension the Father glorifies the Son in 
heaven (John 17:4–5). Take heart that Jesus’s homecoming to his Father prepares the way for our homecoming to 
be with Jesus forever (John 14:2–4).  ~ Brian Tabb

- It marked the end of God’s limitation. He goes back to the full glory he had before he humbled himself and became 
man. Now he is restored to glory and restored to limitless perfection and limitless intimacy with the Father and Spirit.

• 6 Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. 7 Instead, he gave up his divine 
privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human 
form, 8 he humbled himself in obedience to God and 
died a criminal’s death on a cross. (Phil. 2:6–8 NLT-
SE)

• You ascended before our eyes, and we turned back 
grieving, only to find You in our hearts. ~ Augustine 
of Hippo

• 1 “Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son so he 
can give glory back to you. 2 For you have given him 
authority over everyone. He gives eternal life to each 
one you have given him. 3 And this is the way to 
have eternal life—to know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, the one you sent to earth. 4 I brought glory to you here on earth by completing the work you gave 
me to do. 5 Now, Father, bring me into the glory we shared before the world began. (John 17:1–5 NLT-SE)

- It signaled Jesus’ sending of the Holy Spirit. Jesus ascended to the Father, sent the Holy Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost to take the place of Jesus on earth. Now, Jesus lives in the heart of Jesus’ followers by the power and 
presence of the Holy Spirit in us. The disciples had Christ with them and now we have the Spirit of Christ in us.

• 23 Jesus replied, “All who love me will do what I say. My Father will love them, and we will come and make our home 
with each of them. 24 Anyone who doesn’t love me will not obey me. And remember, my words are not my own. What 
I am telling you is from the Father who sent me. 25 I am telling you these things now while I am still with you. 26 But 
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when the Father sends the Advocate as my representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—he will teach you everything and 
will remind you of everything I have told you. (John 14:23–26 NLT-SE)

• In fact, it is best for you that I go away, because if I don’t, the Advocate won’t come. If I do go away, then I will send 
him to you. (John 16:7 NLT-SE)

- It announced the promise of our joining him in heaven. Another advantage to Jesus leaving us was that he was 
going to prepare a place for us with him in heaven, not out of obligation, but out of his love for us.

• At His Ascension our Lord entered Heaven, and He keeps the door open for humanity to enter. ~ Oswald Chambers

• 1 “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. 2 There is more than enough room in my 
Father’s home. If this were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? (John 14:1–2 
NLT-SE)

- It established the passing of the responsibility for evangelism into the hands his followers. Jesus was the 
primary teach for his followers on earth. Even in the 40 days after his resurrection, it was still Jesus who was teaching 
the disciples. When Jesus left the earth in glory, the responsibility of spreading the word of God was given to his 
followers, empowered by the Holy Spirit.

• You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me 
everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

• The crucified Jesus rises from the tomb, and though transformed, appears to his disciples and is identified by them 
as the one who lived among them. He is then taken up into the luminous cloud of God’s presence, no longer to be 
found in the time and space of his earthly life in Palestine, nor any longer revealing himself through the episodic 
appearances that followed his resurrection. In his existence, he now fills all time and space, and inhabits every 
dimension of reality, from the highest realm of the infinite Godhead to the mundane, agonizing reality of created 
existence. The ascension opens the space in which believers themselves begin to inhabit a new sphere of 
transformed existence.  ~ Anthony Kelly

- It signaled Jesus’ headship over the church. He becomes King of kings and Lord of lords. He is head over all things 
and that one who was given this honor and authority, was given to the church. He is the head of the church and the 
church is defined by the one who is its head, Jesus.

• 19 I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe him. This is the 
same mighty power 20 that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in 
the heavenly realms. 21 Now he is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else—not only in 
this world but also in the world to come. 22 God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made him 
head over all things for the benefit of the church. 23 And the church is his body; it is made full and complete by Christ, 
who fills all things everywhere with himself. (Eph. 1:19–23 NLT-SE)

• He controls all things for the church, and therefore you can face the world with peace in your heart . . . he’s at the 
right hand of God as the executive director of history, directing everything for the benefit of the church. If you belong 
to him, then everything that happens ultimately happens for you.  ~ Tim Keller

- It set in place the defeat of Satan and his demons. He is above all beings, natural and supernatural. The final defeat 
of Satan is set in place and announced at the ascension of Jesus. 

• Now he is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else—not only in this world but also in the 
world to come. (Eph. 1:21 NLT-SE)

- It announced Jesus sending gifts, especially for the work of ministry, to men. All the ministry gifts that were given 
to the church were loosed and launched at the ascension. This shift is profound and would change the course of history 
forever.
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• 11 Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and 
teachers. 12 Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. 13 
This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in 
the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ. (Eph. 4:11–13 NLT-SE)

- It marked the beginning of Jesus’ High Priestly Ministry. He is set on high that he might be a High Priest for his 
people. He becomes our faithful, High Priestly intercessor, defending us against the accusations of our enemies. “If God 
is for us, who could be against us?”

• In his life Christ is an example showing us how to live in his death he is a sacrifice satisfying our sins in his 
resurrection a conqueror, in his ascension a king, in his intercession a high priest.  ~ Martin Luther

• 14 So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to 
what we believe. 15 This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we 
do, yet he did not sin. 16 So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, 
and we will find grace to help us when we need it most. (Heb. 4:14–16 NLT-SE)

• When you went to bed last night Jesus was at work subduing his enemies. While you slept he was continuing to rule 
over the world. He was still at it when you woke up this morning and even now as you read this. That is the 
outrageous claim of the ascension. ~ Tim Chester & Jonny Woodrow

- It ends with a declaration that Jesus will return in the same way he ascended.

• “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into 
heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!” (Acts 1:11 NLT-SE)

WALKING IN THE TRUTH OF THE ASCENSION
- It is finished! The work that Jesus cam to do, he did. Think about it…After his ascension, there was a huge shift in how 

the kingdom was to be manifested on earth. Jesus said, “When you see me, you see the kingdom.” That finished work 
was sealed and announced at the ascension. Now, all that Jesus accomplishes on earth, he does through his followers 
empowered by the Holy Spirit.

• 28 Jesus knew that his mission was now finished, and to fulfill Scripture he said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of sour wine 
was sitting there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put it on a hyssop branch, and held it up to his lips. 30 When Jesus 
had tasted it, he said, “It is finished!” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. (John 19:28–30 NLT-SE)

- It has begun!  Jesus was telling Mary that his leaving was a particular future point in time. Something unstoppable 
would happen then. That time has come and even “the gates of hell” can’t stop it now!

• 16 “Mary!” Jesus said. She turned to him and cried out, “Rabboni!” (which is Hebrew for “Teacher”). 17 “Don’t cling to 
me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet ascended to the Father. But go find my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” (John 20:16–17 NLT-SE)

- I am with you always! Jesus says, “Be sure of this.” Why? Because he knew we would be tempted to forget that he 
was with us. When things got hard, we would loose heart. When the battle was fierce, we would want to give up. What 
sustains us and empowers us is his presence with us. “I am with you always.”

• 18 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach 
these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to 
the end of the age.” (Matt. 28:18–20 NLT-SE)
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